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MEMORANDUM

To: Mayor Eric Garcetti
City Councilmember Nury Martinez, Los Angeles City Council President
City Councilmember Monica Rodriguez, Public Safety Committee
Eileen Decker, Police Commission President
Shane Murphy Goldsmith, Police Commission Vice President
Dale Bonner, Police Commissioner
Steve Soboroff, Police Commissioner
Sandra Figueroa-Villa, Police Commissioner

From: PUSH LA Coalition
Subject: LAPD METRO Division’s Quotas Impact on Communities

Date: September 4th, 2020

The recent LA Times article, “Officer alleges LAPD had quotas. silenced whistleblowers
in gang-labeling scandal”, has once again shed light on the harm inflicted upon Black
and Brown communities that officers are sworn to protect. While the article centers on
Officer Fiedler as the whistleblower who has filed a lawsuit against the LAPD METRO
Division due to “professional damage and loss of wages” for not enforcing a de facto
quota system - it fails to mention how residents have been materially impacted by the
quota system.

For years, our communities have been profiled, harassed, and experienced violence
inflicted by the METRO Division. In July, another article exposed the falsification of gang


https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2020-08-27/lapd-silence-whistleblowers-gang-labeling-scandal
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2020-08-27/lapd-silence-whistleblowers-gang-labeling-scandal
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2020-07-12/lapd-officer-accused-in-gang-framing-scandal-faced-earlier-credibility-questions

records sparking an investigation of METRO officers for falsifying field interview cards
during traffic stops. For our communities, it is not about a career, one’s reputation or
loss of wages. Traffic stops done by the METRO Division, and the harrassment,
incarceration and murder of Black and Brown people as a result of those encounters,
continue to exacerbate racial and wealth disparities, and the separation of our families,
both temporary and permanent.

METRO Division’s attempt to get rid of whistleblowers should be enough proof for local
decision makers to take BOLD measures. It's also not the first time that the City has
paid off LAPD officers after getting sued. What about the millions, if not billions, of
dollars owed to individuals and families that have been wrongfully accused and
terrorized by the METRO Division? Systemic change is needed because real lives are
impacted by these nefarious practices that leave residents at the mercy of unscrupulous
law enforcement agencies.

This can only happen through systemic change and concrete reforms. The PUSH LA
Coalition demands the following:

1. An immediate dissolution of the METRO Division and its practices,

2. Immediate end to pretextual stops that are used to initiate a search and racially
profile the city’s Black and Brown residents, and

While the Los Angeles Police Protective League acknowledges quotas are illegal, there
must be real consequences for these illegal actions. It is the duty of local decision
makers to not only acknowledge but to undo the harm that is inflicted on our
communities.

Sincerely,

ACLU Southern California,Hector Villagra

Advancement Project CA, John Kim

Black Lives Matter - LA, Melina Abdullah

Brotherhood Crusade, Charisse Bremond

Brothers Sons Selves, David Turner

Children’s Defense Fund-CA, Shimica Gaskins

Coalition for Humane Immigrant Rights, Angelica Salas
Community Coalition, Alberto Retana

Labor Community Strategy Center, Eric Mann

LA Voice, Rev. Zachary Hoover

Million Dollar Hoods, Dr. Kelly Lytle Hernandez

Southern Christian Leadership Conference, Pastor William Smart
SEIU 2015, April Verrett

SEIU 99, Max Arias

Social Justice Learning Institute, D’Artagnan Scorza, Ph.d



UCLA Black Policy Project, Isaac Bryan

CC:

City Councilmember Paul Krekorian
City Councilmember Marqueece Harris-Dawson
City Councilmember Herb Wesson
City Councilmember Curren Price
City Council member Gil Cedillo

City Councilmember Bob Blumenfield
City Council member David Ryu

City Council member Paul Koretz
City Council member Mike Bonin

City Council member John Lee

City Council member Mitch O’Farrell
City Council member Jose Huizar
City Council member Joe Buscaino



